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With an economy that some believe is marching towards full employment,
annual job growth nationally is slowing down. But some cities in the south
and west of the country — where labor markets are coming from a lower
base — are currently in the throes of strong headline job growth.

Jed Kolko, an economist who specializes in U.S. cities and the future of
work, points out that mid-sized cities, such as Tucson, Arizona and Seattle,
Washington, continue to see fast growth, but the San Francisco Bay area has
fallen out of the top 10.

Metros with Fastest Job Growth
# Metro YoY job
growth,
July 2016
1 Ogden-Clearfield, UT 4.6%
2 Provo-Orem, UT 4.6%
3 Tucson, AZ 4.2%
4 Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford, FL 4.1%
5 Deltona-Daytona Beach-Ormond Beach, FL 4.1%
6 Austin-Round Rock, TX 3.9%
7 Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA 3.9%
8 Toledo, OH 3.9%
9 Boise City, ID 3.9%
10 Cape Coral-Fort Myers, FL 3.7%
Among metro areas and divisions with 500,000 or more people;
Jed Kolko analysis of BLS data

Strong job growth in the south could also be driving the pick-up in
consumer sentiment in the region. Southern-based respondents in the
University of Michigan's consumer sentiment survey have

indicated business conditions have improved over the past twelve months.

B iest 119.00 The South has bottomed out

South 109.70
Northeast 111.80
M Midwest 115.80

Better job security is fueling real-estate demand in the south, and a
corresponding pick-up in homebuilder sentiment.
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On the flip side, cities exhibiting slow job growth are those typically with

large oil industries that are grappling with the impact of low oil
prices. Tulsa, Oklahoma and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma both appear on this

list.
Metros with Slowest Job Growth

# Metro YoY job
growth,
July 2016

1 Tulsa, OK -1.3%

2 Albany-Schenectady-Troy, NY -0.4%

3 Syracuse, NY -0.2%

B Youngstown-Warren-Boardman, OH-PA 0.0%

5 Rochester, NY 0.1%

6 Memphis, TN-MS-AR 0.3%

7 Pittsburgh, PA 0.3%

8 Oklahoma City, OK 0.3%

9 Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX 0.4%

10 Lancaster, PA 0.4%

Among metro areas and divisions with 500,000 or more people;
Jed Kolko analysis of BLS data
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